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communities to come together and 
carry on this great tradition for gen-
erations to come. 

It is truly an honor to have this cele-
bration take place in my home district, 
and I want to thank President Bill 
Deely of the Groundhog Club Inner Cir-
cle and everyone from Punxsutawney 
and the surrounding area for their hard 
work and planning to make this year’s 
Groundhog Day such a special event. 

f 

LET EPA DO ITS JOB AND 
PROTECT OUR WATER 

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, 
from the shores of the Delaware and 
the banks of the Allegheny, to the 
streams and the creeks that feed them, 
Pennsylvanians know that water is 
vital to our health, our recreation, and 
our wildlife. 

Mr. Speaker, our waterways remain 
at risk. To protect them, the EPA is 
considering a rule to restore Clean 
Water Act protections to thousands of 
waterways in Pennsylvania and across 
the country. When finalized, this rule 
will mark the biggest step forward for 
clean water in more than a decade. 

Unfortunately, polluters and their al-
lies are now working to derail this 
clean water rule. They have even 
scheduled a rare, joint House-Senate 
hearing to set the stage for this dirty 
water attack. 

I say it is time for Congress to get 
out of the way and let EPA do its job 
and protect our water, as is its charge. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET 
(Mr. YODER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the President’s budget 
proposal which was released yesterday. 

While I appreciate the President put-
ting forth his vision for the future of 
our Nation, that vision is neither one 
that our Nation can afford, nor one 
that I can support. 

Each year, the President brings us a 
budget that increases spending, raises 
taxes, and seeks trillions upon trillions 
of new debt upon our great Nation. If 
the Republican-led House had agreed to 
these budget requests, our Federal 
Government would be 20 percent larger 
today. 

This year, the President’s budget 
proposal proposes another $8.5 trillion 
in deficits that will push our debt to 
well over $26 trillion in the next 10 
years, slowing our economy and leav-
ing the next generation with the legacy 
of higher taxes and less opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, we must work to-
gether—Democrats and Republicans— 
to balance our budget by cutting 
wasteful spending, holding the line on 
spending increases, reforming pro-
grams, and reducing the size of govern-
ment. 

Kansans know and the American peo-
ple know that a leaner, more efficient 
and effective government is critical to 
strengthening our economy and cre-
ating prosperity and opportunity for 
every American. 

f 

IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND 
STATE OF OUR INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND PROTOCOLS AT 
PORTS OF ENTRY 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the 
Peace Bridge in my western New York 
district is the second busiest border 
crossing between the United States and 
Canada, making it essential that peo-
ple and goods are able to move quickly 
and efficiently across the bridge. The 
second phase of a cargo preinspection 
pilot project at the Peace Bridge re-
cently concluded and is currently 
under evaluation. 

While I have confidence that the bill 
will call for expansion of preinspection 
at the Peace Bridge, the pilot revealed 
several challenges which create delays 
and require immediate attention. 

Internet speeds on the Canadian side 
of the bridge exceed those on the Amer-
ican side, enabling faster screening. 
Radiation detectors on the American 
side are older and often inaccurate, re-
sulting in false negatives that create 
delays. Finally, empty trucks are not 
required to provide a manifest, result-
ing in unnecessary secondary inspec-
tions for empty vehicles. 

Last week, I wrote to Secretary Jeh 
Johnson highlighting the urgent need 
to rectify these issues. We must im-
prove the quality and state of the in-
frastructure and protocols at ports of 
entry across the country. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Speaker BOEHNER for appointing 
me to serve as the Republican cochair 
of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission. It is a great honor to serve as 
a voice defending the rights of people 
worldwide to live free of repression and 
violence. 

I have served as a member of the 
Commission since its establishment 
following the passing of our dear col-
league Congressman Lantos. A Holo-
caust survivor, he understood what it 
was like to live under the thumb of a 
brutal and oppressive regime. 

While we vowed ‘‘never again,’’ 
today, hundreds of millions of people 
worldwide live under governments that 
restrict the rights of free speech and 
religious expression—regimes that per-
secute minorities, women, and chil-
dren. 

We are blessed to live in a country 
where individual rights are protected 

and cherished. Despite our differences, 
Democrats and Republicans work hand 
in hand to protect these rights at home 
and expand them worldwide. 

I am particularly honored to share 
the leadership of the Commission with 
Congressman MCGOVERN. We have 
worked together to promote human 
rights for many years now, and I think 
there is much we can accomplish to-
gether. 

f 

REPEALING OF THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT FOR THE 56TH TIME 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, with all 
that we should be doing to help address 
middle class anxiety, to help the econ-
omy along, to help with student debt, 
to help with the challenges that all of 
our constituents face, what will we be 
doing this week? We will be repealing 
the Affordable Care Act for the 56th 
time—56. 

I get it. The first couple of times, Mr. 
Speaker, I get it. The first couple of 
times, the Republicans believed that 
this was a government takeover of 
health care, that there were death pan-
els, that it was unconstitutional, that 
it would raise costs in the health care 
section, that it would be a job killer. 
None of that turned out to be true. 

In fact, the opposite turned out to be 
true. The Supreme Court said it was 
constitutional, it actually helped lower 
costs in the overall health care system, 
and we are now adding jobs in the pri-
vate sector faster than we have added 
them in 10 years. 

None of that was true. 
What is true is that the Affordable 

Care Act has given 10 million or more 
Americans the security for the first 
time of having health insurance. It has 
cut the uninsured rate in my State of 
Connecticut in half. 

Do you know what that means? It 
means that Ann Christman—51 years 
old, a single mother, could never afford 
health care insurance—now, she has it. 
She went to a doctor, and her breast 
cancer was diagnosed early. She said: 

The cancer has been detected at a very 
early stage, which, with a 98 percent survival 
rate, has saved my life. 

Respectfully, let’s leave it alone. 

f 

AMERICA DESERVES AN EFFEC-
TIVE GOVERNMENT THAT 
SOLVES OUR NATION’S PROB-
LEMS 

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, a huge 
congratulations to the New England 
Patriots for winning Super Bowl 
XLIX—surgical passes from quarter-
back Tom Brady, a thunderous spike 
by tight end Rob Gronkowski, and a 
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